
8th Grade English 

Ms. Renkin 
18/19 

Class MATERIALS 
These materials are required in class everyday. Label your notebook, 

folder, and composition book with your name, subject, and class period. 

2 
2 inch binder 

Lined paper 

5 tab dividers 

Course DESCRIPTION and OBJECTIVES 

Communication WITH THE TEACHER 

1 

2 

SCHOOL EMAIL: brenkin@mercer.k12.pa.us 

SCHOOL TELEPHONE: 724-662-5100  

 

 

 

I will be able to... 

 Write and edit a variety of formal and informal writing pieces, such as a 

persuasive essay and informative essay 

 Learn and apply knowledge of grammatical rules 

 Use and apply key vocabulary words 

 Use basic researching skills to research a given topic  

 Learn proper bibliographic formatting 

 Present information through oral presentations and speeches 

Composition book 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Writing utensil 5 

Materials are due in class on Monday, August 27th. 

What if you forget to bring your materials to class? 

First Time: Warning 

Second Time and Beyond: Detention 

Class EXPECTATIONS 

Respect the teacher, the classroom, the other students, and 

yourself.  

Follow class procedures, all directions, and school policies. 

Put forth your best effort.  

Come to class on time and prepared.  1 

2 

3 

4 

Consequences 

Detention 

Contact with parents 

Other consequences...such as, but not limited to, in-school      

suspension, Saturday detention, etc.  

Warning  1 

2 

3 

4 

Course OF STUDY 
Below is a list of the major units and major topics we will cover throughout this 

year. Grammar and vocabulary will be incorporated throughout each unit.  

1. Argumentative/Persuasive [Speeches, Argumentative Techniques,      

Persuasive Letter Writing, Speech] 

2. Informative/Technology [“Flowers for Algernon,” Informative Essay]  

3. Communication [Business Email, Text Dependent Analysis] 

4. Poetry [Poetry Analysis, Text Dependent Analysis] 

5. Research [MLA, Bibliography, Civil War Research Paper] 

6. Narrative/Memoir [Memoirs, Narrative Writing] 

7. Final/Review  



Grading POLICY 

Grade Distribution 

A+ = 95.50 to 100 

A = 92.50 to 96.49 

A- = 89.50 to 92.49 

B+ = 86.50 to 89.49 

B = 82.50 to 86.49 

B- = 79.50 to 82.49 

C+ = 76.50 to 79.49 

C = 72.50 to 76.49 

C- = 69.50 to 72.49  

D+ = 66.50 to 69.49 

D = 62.50 to 66.49 

F = 0 to 59.49 

Grading Scale 

Extra credit will be 

offered throughout the 

year at the teacher’s 

discretion. The student 

may earn extra credit 

through classroom games, 

extra assignments, etc.  

Grades will be calculated by total points (as opposed to 

assignments being weighted).  

Grades will reflect a variety of assignments, including bell 

ringers, in-class assignments, homework, tests, quizzes, and 

projects.  

Weekly and daily work will be updated on Tyler 

Gradebook Portal. Please check grades regularly and feel 

free to ask Ms. Renkin any questions that you might have 

about a particular grade.  

Food and Drink Policy 

Food and drinks are not permitted in class.  

Exception: You may bring water to class.  

Put your food and drinks away before coming to class - 

you should be in your seat when the bell rings!   

Classroom PROCEDURES 
Entering the Classroom 

1. Come prepared with your classroom materials. 

2. Write down homework assignments in your agenda. 

3. Start on the bell ringer quickly and quietly.  

You are to be in your seat and not talking when the bell rings!  If you 

are not in your seat when the bell rings, you are considered tardy. 3 

tardies will result in a detention.  

Exiting the Classroom 

1. Put all materials and supplies away in the appropriate spot. 

2. Wait in your seat until you are dismissed by the teacher.  

Policy FOR ELECTRONIC DEVICES 

First Offense: You will give the 

phone to Ms. Renkin until the end 

of the period. 

 

Second Offense and beyond: Ms. 

Renkin will turn your phone in to 

the office and will follow     

procedures as outlined in the 

student handbook.  

 

Any contact with parents must be 

made through the office!  

Electronic devices (cell 

phones, iPods, etc.) 

should be put away unless 

otherwise instructed by 

the teacher. 



Homework assignments will be posted daily in class. At the beginning of class, you are to write your homework in your planner before 

starting the bell ringer.  
 

Assignments are due at the beginning of class. Late work will not be accepted for credit.  
 

Exception #1: Essays (narrative, informative, persuasive, and Text Dependent Analysis) and the research paper are 10% off for 

each day late.  
 

Exception #2: If you are absent, you are responsible for completing make-up work (one day for make-up for each day absent). It is 

your responsibility to meet with Ms. Renkin to make up any tests, quizzes, or papers. You have one make up day for each day of an   

excused absence… this includes quizzes and tests! Unexcused absences will result in a ZERO for the assignment. 
 

 

If you know you are going to be absent beforehand, ask Ms. Renkin for any make-up work before your absence. 

Policy FOR HOMEWORK AND ABSENCES 

Policy FOR PLAGIARISM and CHEATING  

Students should complete their own work. Plagiarism is stealing from someone else’s work. This includes, but is not limited to, copying 

another student’s work, allowing another student to copy your work, copying a source word for word without quotations or citations, 

stealing an idea or character from a book or movie, etc. If a student plagiarizes an assignment or cheats on a quiz/test, or if a 

student allows another student to copy his or her work, the following consequences will apply:  
 

 You will receive a zero (0) on the assignment and receive a consequence (after-school detention, Saturday detention, and/or 

suspension) based upon the level of the infraction. 

 Your name will be reported to the office and filed in the event of future violations. Repeated violation could result in removal from 

class, a non-passing grade, and/or a disciplinary hearing. 

We have read the 8th Grade English Syllabus for Ms. Renkin’s class. We understand the classroom policies, procedures, and consequences.  

 

Student’s Signature: ____________________________________________________________ 

Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature:  _______________________________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Contact Information:  

Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: ____________________________________________________________ 


